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(12:47) 
AH: -I don't know whether I'm happy or not but I'm here (crew laughs) 


CD: Are you comfortable? 
AH: I'm comfortable. 
CD: Well that's what'd you'd hope for. 


AH: You betcha. 


laughs). 

(13:42) 

CD: Well first let's, can you introduce yourself and tell us where you come from 
originally? 


AH: I uh, came from Cleveland, Oklahoma, which is about 34 miles north and 
west of Tulsa. I left there...in April of 1940, and other than for just a day or two 
at the time, I've only been back half a dozen times. I've spent a career in the 
navy and...it's been a wonderful, wonderful go around I'll tell you. I've enjoyed 
every moment of it? 


CD: Why did you want to enlist in the navy? 


AH: Well in the first place my father...had his gold course sold out from under 
him. He was a pro on the south west park golf course in Oklahoma City. And this 
was in '39. And getting toward the tail end of the depression things were rough. I 
was in the tenth grade in high school, and... that was the most enjoyable year of 
schooling I think I've ever had. I had a thirst for knowledge that year, and was 
really enjoying school, and I had to quit. People ask me, well why didn't you get a 
job and continue schooling? In those days there was too many family men 
without jobs that...for me to have gotten a job and continued schooling, in those 


days would have been just out of the question. So uh, my dad suggested I go into 
the army air corp. And I thought a little bit, no, it takes a tremendous amount of 
technical knowledge and know-how to build these navy ships. And again, it takes 
a lot of know-how to operate them. And there was the place for me to get an 
education. So that was the route I went. And I enjoyed every moment of it...I've 
gained a tremendous amount of knowledge in the process. 


CD: Can you tell us the story of your enlistment, how old...(16:05 CREW 
INTERRUPTS UNTIL 16:43) Could you tell us the story of your enlistment? 
How old you were, where you enlisted, and where you went to basic...? 


AH: I uh, enlisted in Oklahoma City. I tried to enlist at the age of 17, in 1939, and 
my dad and I both even tried to lie about my age so I could get into the navy. 
They had just cancelled the 17 year, or what we called the kid's enlistments, in 
the Navy from when they would take you in at 17. So I had to wait until I was 18. 
And uh, I got a notice on my 18th birthday, or the, a couple days before my 18th 
birthday, to report to Oklahoma City; I was living in Tulsa at the time. So I 
reported to Oklahoma City the day before my 18th birthday and went through 
the basic physical. Couldn't...make the weight. So I took my last 50 cent piece, 
bought a quart of milk and all the bananas I could purchase with this 50 cent 
piece, and went back at one o'clock and stepped on the scales. And I still think 
that maybe the...uh...petty officer in charge of enlisting may have helped him - 
helped my scales a little bit with his foot. Heh. But anyway I made it. (18:22) 
They gave me a T.R. to go to Dallas, Dallas, Texas. I rode the train down there 
and got in about ten o'clock that night. Found an all night restaurant, flat broke, 
and hungry. I sat in the restaurant until about two o'clock in the morning. And 
finally I mentioned to the...this short order cook that if he had any dishes I could 
wash, or something I could do to earn a bite to eat I would certainly appreciate 
it. He said no way, and he fixed me up a good breakfast. And the next morning I 
went in to the enlistment office in the federal building in Dallas. And... they put 
me all through the... through all the rigamarole again. They turned us loose for 
lunch. One o'clock they brought us back and swore us in. And that was one of the 
best days of my life, the day I held that hand up and, and uh became a member of 
the navy. They took me, they took us out then and fed us...first meal on the navy 
at some restaurant there. And that evening we were to uh board a train headed 
for San Diego. We did. It turned out that we had quite a wait, and the little 
bar...and, oh, near the railroad station in Dallas. There was one of the fellow in 
the group, there was 25 of us that were inducted that day, I was the only one 
from Oklahoma. And there was a little bar maid that...finally she come around 
and she says, “you sound like a damn blue-bellied Yankee to me.” (20:30) And I 
just crossed the border, red river from Texas, heh. But, anyway we made the 
train, nine o'clock that night. We pulled out, and on the way to San Diego...uh...it 
was uh...oh...my memory escapes me. Who was the individual that Harry Truman 
beat for... running for president? 


I: Dewey. Dewey. 
(21:09) 
AH: Dewey. Tom...yeah Dewey. Well he and his wife boarded our train there. They 


had a special car, and he was uh campaigning at the time. And...they were going 
to go to Grand Canyon. Well in Belen, Mexico, New Mexico, his car joined our 
train. And we visited a little bit uh on the way to Williams, Arizona, where they 
took his car off. But uh, we had quite a conversation with Dewey. Then 
proceeded on to uh California, and I think one of the most beautiful scenes I've 
ever recorded in my mind was when we topped Cajon Pass, and started down 
over that pass in the train. And I looked across in the valley at those mountains, 
and it's one of the most outstanding scenes that has registered in my mind in my 
life. The next morning we were in San Diego and, uh about six o'clock in the 
morning some petty officers from the naval training station rousted us out and 
took us out to the naval training station. So that's when my naval training career 
really began. 

(22:40) 

CD: So you get through basic training, could you tell us how you got stationed to 
the U.S.S. Detriot, and when you got...and how you got out to...Honolulu. 


AH: The uh, my company that went through San Diego training camp...uh, 
training station at that time was to my knowledge to this day even was the 
largest company to ever go through San Diego. Most of the companies were all 
two, two uh platoon companies. My company was three platoons, 186 men were 
posted into that company. Normally you would be confined two weeks in what 
they called detention. You couldn't have any visitors. You had to be inoculated for 
everything under the sun, and have your dental work done and all of this. 
And...during which time they drilled the life out of you. Told you uh...taught you 
how to roll your clothes, and stop em up with stoppers, and pack the c-bags and 
the like. Well normally two weeks in detention, for my company stretched to five 
weeks, because of the increase in the size of the company. So when...when we 
finally graduated the company was known as 20...well I can't recall it now. 26-80 
I think it was. Anyway...you had the opportunity to either take a short leave of 10 
days...upon completion of the training, or they'd order you right to sea. I couldn't 
afford to go back home on leave, so they sent me the...I graduated on a Friday, 
and the following Monday morning they took me out on a boat to the middle of 
San Diego bay and put me aboard the destroyer Anderson. And... 

(25:13) 

CD: Just hold right there for one second, we've got a plane taking off. (CREW 
HOLD FOR PLANE) 

(25:35) 

AH: So on Monday they put me in a whale boat, myself and a couple other people 
from the company, and took us out to the destroyer Anderson, in the...in San 
Diego Bay. And two hours later we got underway. I knew I was ordered to the 
light cruiser Detroit. I had no idea where she was; I had no idea where I was 
going. And...we got underway. We joined up with the, the aircraft carrier 
Enterprise, and we played plane guard for about a half a day with her. And...then 
proceeded on toward Honolulu, still not knowing where we were going, but...that 
was the destination. Seven days after we left San Diego we arrived off the island 
of Oahu, and Honolulu. And there was another beautiful sight; that island and 
the mountains in the background, was...certainly a beautiful place. 

(26:49) 


CD: Could you describe to me what life was like in Honolulu...on Oahu prior to, 
you know, December 7. 


AH: Oh...heh, yeah. There was...not much to do. We, several of us would get 
together and maybe go out to Waikiki beach - we never swam out there. But 
there was a bar out there that we frequented. And there was a theater out there 
that now and then we'd catch a movie. We would go often times to (Cacow?) 
corners, where uh...oh what was the name of the...old boy that had the...well I 
don't recall his name now, that he had an introduction song, me and my shadow. 
Ted Louis? Ted Louis I believe. Yeah, he played out there. And he had this black 
fellow that, he would go through certain motions and the black fellow would be 
behind him repeating them, and they put on quite a show. Well when I was in 
high school, prior to coming into the navy, I was singing in school programs. I 
was a member of the acapella choir, there was a...the male chorus, I sang bass, 
solo, uh...I sang in a 16 voice special choir for....that the choir conductor had 
organized for the second Presbyterian church in Oklahoma City. (28:54) So I 
used to go to the YMCA in Honolulu. They...they used to have a couple out there 
that sang uh...uh Jeanette McDonald, and what's the other fellow? Oh...my mind 
is...sSlipping. Anyhow they, they put on a good show, the two of them. And I'd 
listen to them for hours oftentimes. And this was across the street from the old 
Black Cat Cafe. I used to have a...a menu of the Black Cat Cafe...for 25 cents you 
could have breakfast. Uh...and the, they ran the Black Cat Bus to Pearl Harbor 
out of the cafe there. For 25 cents you could ride the bus one-way. (30:05) But 
there was one night that I rode the bus uh two or three times back and forth for 
25 cents after I tried to drink the menu around in bar, heh heh. And they finally 
threw me off the bus at the gate in Pearl Harbor, heh heh. So...that was...and 
they had houses of prostitutes all up and down off hotel street in Honolulu. Well, 
you'd hit the beach in Honolulu with 10,000 other sailors, and there was...there 
was not much to do other than sit in the bars and drink. And that's where I think 
most of the of the sailors in those days stayed. They more or less restricted the 
army personnel that were stationed there permanently on shore from weekends 
in Honolulu because of the Navy coming in to port over the weekends, and they 
would put 10,000 sailors on the beach. So quite a- 


TAPE ENDS, CUTTING HIM OFF 


